DEC 2013

Civic Club Annual Meeting

From Your KVCC
President

We will be conducting the annual meeting of the
Knollwood Village Civic Club on Tuesday, January
21, 2014, 6:30-8:30pm at Bethany Church, 3511 Linkwood, Classroom 42/43 (in back of church).

by Scott Rose, President
Hello Neighbors,

Drinks/snacks will be offered and our guest speaker will
be District K Council Member Larry Green. CM
Green will give an overview of District K initiatives
during his first term, followed with Braeswood Super
Neighborhood initiatives planned and programmed for
the area. The floor will then open to Q&A, including
questions relating to another possible attempt at creating
an area management district. Please come out to listen
and be heard!

I hope you and your loved ones had a great Thanksgiving
and are looking forward to a festive December holiday.
For your Knollwood Village Civic Club Board, this is the
time of year we report to you the status of our club’s finances, security and projects. While the year has overall
been somewhat uneventful, that usually is a good thing.
Some of this year’s accomplishments include:


An organized 60th anniversary event celebrating the
existence of the neighborhood



Successful completion of the street reconstruction/
upgraded streetlight project (for those on affected
streets)



Meaningful negotiation with Harris County Sports &
Convention Corporation and Reliant Park to limit
noise during outdoor events on the west side of Kirby



Increased newsletter issues from 3 to 4 (1 a quarter)



Addition of some new faces to our Civic Club board
and committees



An important agenda item required at the annual meeting
is the election of officers for the club. Each officer is
elected to serve a one-year term or until their successors
are elected. The duties of each officer are detailed in the
bylaws of the club, which are posted on the website
under the Board and Officers resource link. We have
summarized those duties below:


President: Presides at all meetings; enforces the
Articles of Incorporation and the bylaws; decides
questions of procedure and order; and exercises
supervision of the club affairs.



Vice-President: Assists the president as needed and
occupies the chair in the absence of the president; a
member of the board or directors and also of the
finance committee.



Secretary: Keeps true and correct records of club
proceedings; conducts correspondence as directed by
the board; takes minutes of club and board of
director meetings.



Treasurer: Receives all dues for the club;
reports the financial status of the club at all club
meetings; is a member of the finance committee.

Continued improvements in being more efficient in
our committees and how we do things

Some areas where we are continually challenged include:


It appears we are going to fall about $2,000 short on
dues collected vs. 2012.



Inability to get city support to replace all
remaining street/sewer infrastructure in the neighborhood and on Buffalo Speedway (from S. Braeswood
to Main St.). We aren’t even in the 10-year plan ...



Slow progress with replacing our esplanade signage
due to city permitting challenges



Slow progress with adding sprinklers to the esplanades (on hold until esplanade signs updated)



Replacement of trees planned on S. Braeswood
during its street reconstruction
Cont. next page

All officers currently in these positions are expected to
continue unless opposed by other candidates—we
encourage nominations from the floor!
There are lots of other ways to participate in YOUR
civic club! We welcome your involvement whether as an
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As you can see, we already are aware of some goals in
2014, but I am proud of the voluntary work, time and effort given by members of our community to support our
subdivision with deed restriction adherence and special
projects. We are heading in the right direction in building
a renewed sense of community. Please do your part to
keep that momentum in 2014. Pay your dues and if you
have an interest in volunteering your time, come talk to us
and we’ll find a place for you.

Treasurer’s Report
Dear Neighbors,
We are on track to close 2013 with 327 of 615 homes in
Knollwood Village contributing annual dues to support
the Knollwood Village Civic Club and fund our contract
with Smith Security for the neighborhood patrol.
Our expenses remain relatively unchanged from prior
years, with the exception of a modest financial support
for the successful Knollwood Village 60th Anniversary
Party this summer at Linkwood Park. Our savings
remain safe.

On behalf of the KVCC board and committee members, we wish you and your family a Happy Holiday.

As we have done in prior years, the KVCC will “pass the
hat” to gather holiday contributions for Officer Perkin
La Cour. Last year, the more than 200 neighbors collectively gave and we were able to issue a $5,000 check to
Officer La Cour—a much-appreciated gift. Let’s see if
we can top that this year.

P.S. Once again, we are having our annual Holiday Decorating Contest this year. Judging will occur the week of
December 16, so have fun with it!
***

Civic Club

You can find out how to give to Officer La Cour, pay
your 2014 dues, get your deed restrictions, retrieve contact information, and more at our website:
www.knollwoodvillage.org.

from previous page

officer, committee lead or just to periodically assist others.
Interested individuals are encouraged to send an email to:
contact@knollwoodvillagecc.org and a board member
will follow up to answer any questions you may have.

KVCC Treasurer Chris Hearne
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Longfellow News
Band and Orchestra
Shine at the Ren-Fest!
On November 5, The Longfellow
Symphonic Band and Chamber
Orchestra performed at Texas
Renaissance Festival’s Music
Competition. The orchestra
performed three great pieces,
Dragon Hunter, Bohemian
Stomp, and Dragon Slayer
under the direction of Mindy
Snow. The orchestra placed third
overall among elementary and
middle schools! A great feat for
any elementary school
orchestra program.
The band took the stage in their
lavish Renaissance costumes and performed their two selections, “The Forbidden City” and “Chase Through the
Midnight Forest.” Neighbors and friends are welcome to come and support the Longfellow Fine Arts programs
in their holiday performance at Longfellow Elementary December 12 at 5:30 p.m.

Longfellow Elementary, a Lighthouse
for Leadership

Odds & Ends

Longfellow Elementary implented the “Leader in Me”
program 3 years ago when Principal Perez Gwynn arrived
to the campus. This year our neighborhood school serves
as “The Lighthouse School” for this program, being
an example to the nation’s schools by promoting the 7
habits of highly effective children. The program has empowered children to be responsible, caring leaders and
promote success in life. On December 6, several leaders in
education from other states and locally came to visit our
school for Leadership Day. If you have a small child or
are interested in volunteering, come take a tour of your
neighborhood school by emailing Mrs. Smart,
esmart@houstonisd.org.

REMINDER – Our trash day is THURSDAY each
week and RECYCLING is every other Thursday (Dec.
12, Dec. 26, Jan. 9, Jan. 23, Feb. 6).
HEAVY TRASH is the third Monday of each month.
Remember your ODDS & EVENS. Tree waste is collected ODD months and junk waste is collected EVEN
months.
JANUARY IS A TREE MONTH – Place your
Christmas tree out for pickup on January 20, 2014!

Get ready for spring!
When it comes to yard trimmings, you have options!
The City has initiated a program that encourages the
diversion of yard trimmings from landfills. Through
techniques called “grasscycling” and composting,
residents can reuse their yard trimmings and return valuable nutrients to the soil.
If residents choose to place their yard waste for SWMD
collection, they must use a city-approved compostable
bag. You can obtain these bags at WalMart, Lowe’s,
Home Depot, Berings, Randalls, Kroger, Target, ACE,
Living Earth or Costco.
Look for more details in the next newsletter!
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KVCC Fall 2013 Smith Security
Incident Report

visiting parked their car in the driveway. When the
friend opened the car door, two white or Hispanic males
wearing black bandanas pulled the visitor from the car
and took their purse. As the perpetrators ran to the street,
they fired a gun in the air, then fled in a silver Lexus
with paper license tags. No one was hurt. HPD was
called.

Since the last incident report in August there have been
five home burglaries; four thefts from a garage, yard, or
car; one robbery; one vehicle theft (subsequently recovered); and one incident of bullying.

2800 block Stanton (9/11/13 12:14 PM) - Resident
reported that a suspicious person had rung their doorbell.
The resident did not answer and called Smith Security.
On arrival, patrol found a package on the porch. Apparently, UPS had delivered the package to the wrong
address and the neighbor who had mistakenly received it
had left it on the resident's porch.

If you notice any persons in the neighborhood who are
behaving suspiciously, please call the Houston Police Department’s non-emergency phone number, which is 713884-3131, and report them. After you report the suspicious
person(s) to HPD, please call Smith Protective Services at
713-789-5944 and report the suspicious person(s) to them.
It is important to call HPD and Smith because they both
need to know what to watch out for.

3400 block Norris (9/13/13 8:47 AM) - Resident
reported to patrol that their house had been burglarized
on 9/4/13 sometime between 1:00 PM and 6:00 PM
when the housekeeper called the homeowner to report
the crime. The glass in the back door of the house was
broken. Among the items stolen were watches, a purse,
jewelry, cash, and cameras. HPD was notified.

If you see a crime in progress, however, such as a person
breaking the window of a house or kicking in a door, then
call 911, the City of Houston’s emergency number.
Knollwood Village Incident Reports (late
August through November 2013)

8400 block Lorrie (9/16/13 8:03 AM) - Resident
reported that on Sunday 9/15/13 their housekeeper
observed a young slim black male, between five and six
feet tall, in the yard holding a pad and pen. Apparently
the man had jumped an eight-foot-tall wooden fence.
The dog then started barking, which frightened the
housekeeper. HPD was called, but when they arrived the
man had disappeared.

3000 block Deal (8/29/13 9:03 AM) - Resident called
Smith to report two suspicious males walking down the
street. Upon arrival patrol asked a man walking his dog if
he had seen anything. The only persons the man had
observed were two mail carriers.
3400 block Gannett (9/1/13 AM) - Resident reported that
a car was parked in the driveway of a neighbor who was
out of town. Patrol checked with nearby residents and
found the owner, who then moved the car from the
driveway.

8400 block Hatton (9/16/13 1:30 PM) - Resident
reported that the car stolen from their house on 9/2/13
had been recovered by the police from an apartment
complex on the west side of Houston. The suspect who
took the vehicle also was reported to be in custody.

8400 block Hatton (9/2/13 9:41 AM) - Resident reported
that their vehicle was stolen from their residence on
Sunday morning between 3:00 AM and 4:00 AM. HPD
was called.

8500 block Bevlyn (9/23/13 3:00 PM) - Resident
reported that someone had entered their garage and
taken a toolbox, a large tent, and a power saw. Resident
noted that they had forgotten to lock the side door to the
garage.

Fairhope at Greenbush (9/10/13 9:00 AM) - On the
previous day at about 8:00 AM or 9:00 AM, a resident out
walking their dogs was approached by two black males in
a fairly new red pickup truck with paper plates. The
passenger stepped out and asked the resident if they would
like their grass cut. The resident said no and the men left.
The resident felt threatened by the men and called Smith
to report them.

8100 block Lorrie (9/25/13 11:30 AM) - Resident
reported that their car had been ransacked in their driveway early Monday morning. Patrol noted that 3 or 4 other cars on different streets had been broken into as well.
Items were taken from some cars and not from others.
Buffalo near Stanton (9/25/13 2:30 PM) - US Mail
carrier flagged down patrol and reported that he had
observed a young male student who had gotten off the
school bus being bullied by three other male students.
The student being bullied was assisted by the helpful US
mail carrier, who walked the student home. Patrol spoke
to the parent of the bullied boy who said they planned to
talk to the school principal about the bullying.

3400 block Gannett (9/10/13 9:14 AM) - Resident called
to report that a person had opened their garage door part
way between 6:00 AM and 6:15 AM. When the resident
woke up and observed this, they noticed two people walking very fast toward Buffalo Speedway. Resident called
HPD. Nothing was taken.
3000 block Tilden (9/10/13 10:16 AM) - Resident reported that at 1:50 PM on 9/7/13, a friend of theirs who was
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8400 block Greenbush (9/26/13 10:28 AM) - Resident
reported that in the early morning of the previous day
their home was burglarized. The burglar entered the
garage from the backyard and then entered the house from
the garage. HPD was called.

had been taken from inside the house. A neighbor across
the street noticed a pickup truck parked in the driveway of
the burglarized home, but thought it was the homeowner’s
truck.
Deal at Greenbush (11/4/13 9:03 AM) - Resident reported a suspicious man on a bike riding with his head down.
Patrol could not locate a man fitting this description.

8200 block Fairhope Place (9/27/13 10:43 AM) - Resident reported that someone had entered their garage and
took a self-propelled lawn mower and a five-gallon, wetdry vacuum. Resident noted that the garage door was
unlocked and a side window was open. HPD was called.

3400 block Deal (11/4/13 9:26 AM) - Resident reported a
suspicious male wearing short pants and a hooded jacket.
Patrol could not locate a person with that description.

3100 block Deal (10/18/13 12:40 PM) - Resident
reported that a truck with a camper was parked on the
street. Patrol checked it out and discovered the truck
belonged to two men who were surveying.

3500 block Deal (11/4/13 12:20 PM) - Home was burglarized. The burglar jumped over the fence into back
yard, broke out the rear window of the house and took a
flat screen TV and a DVD player. HPD was called.

3000 block Tilden (10/21/13 11:09 AM) - Home was
burglarized the previous day (Sunday) in the morning and
a flat screen TV, jewelry, and electronics were taken. The
back door was kicked in. Resident noticed a pickup truck
parked in the driveway across the street when they left the
house Sunday morning, which was unusual because the
house was vacant. A neighbor with security cameras got
pictures of the truck, which was a Ford gray or light blue
250 Supercab with two Hispanic males in the cab.

3400 block Tilden (11/4/13 12:20 PM) - Homeowner
reported two trucks parked in the street and reported that
men from the trucks had walked around to the back of the
houses. Patrol reported that the men were taking measurements and preparing one of the houses for demolition.
3000 block Tilden (11/21/13 9:07 AM) - About 30 sheets
of plywood were stolen the previous day from a house
under construction. Resident reported seeing a black Ford
truck parked in the driveway of the house under construction and wrote down the license plate. Patrol advised the
resident to call HPD.

2900 block Fairhope (10/28/13 10:00 AM) - Homeowner, who had been out of town, reported that a window on
the back of the house had been broken and some items

St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church
Rev. W. Scott Harbison, Pastor
Join us on Sundays, for study classes, and community events
The Gathering (a contemporary family service) 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.

Worship 10:55 a.m.

Fellowship 12:15 p.m.
“Building Community Among Our Neighbors”

St. Luke’s Presbyterian Church
713.667.6531
www.stlukespres.org
8915 Timberside Dr.
across from
Longfellow Elementary

12/11

Live Nativity, 6:00–8 p.m. (Re-enactments at 6:30 and 7:30 p.m.)

12/22

Tapestry of Light … A Celtic Christmas, 10:55 a.m.
Beautiful Celtic carols with Chancel Choir, Handbells, and
Chamber Orchestra

12/24

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 7:00 p.m.

12/29

Carol Sing A carol sing-along for your family! 10:55 a.m.

The Gathering at 9:00 a.m. is a shorter, family service that includes communion, scripture,
music, and a homily. Contemporary Christian music is led by Ryan Klasen.
Traditional Worship at 10:55 a.m. includes organ and choir under the
direction of Marvin Gaspard, Director of Music/Organist-Choirmaster.
Want to receive our weekly email, The Wednesday Word?
Send your email to mawhite@stlukespres.org.
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Holiday Security Tips
With the holiday season coming up, a few precautions
can decrease the chance that your home becomes the
target of burglars. The tips provided have been collected from a number of sources, including conversations
with HPD crime investigators, our neighborhood
Smith Protective Services patrol officer, and the HPD
website.
If you are leaving town, take steps to make your home
appear lived in while you’re gone. Mow the lawn and
trim the hedges before you leave. Temporarily stop delivery of your mail and newspapers while you’re gone.
Plug a few lamps into wall outlet timers so they come
on after dark. Inexpensive lamp timers are available at
home improvement stores. Some timers can randomly
vary the times they switch on and off. Leave a car
parked in the driveway.
Your neighbors can be a valuable resource in helping to
minimize the chances that your home may become a
target for burglary. Let your neighbors know you’ll be
gone so they can keep an eye out. Give your neighbors
contact information so they can let you know if there is
a problem. Ask them to pick up any flyers or packages
that might be left on the front porch, and if you don’t
want to stop the paper or mail ask if they would pick
them up for you. If you don’t have a car that can be left
in the driveway while you’re gone, you might ask your
neighbor to park in your driveway.
Try not to have your holiday packages on display in
front of a window. Don’t make it easy for people to
“shop your house” while driving by!
When parking, roll up the windows, lock the vehicle,
take the keys, and ensure your valuables are concealed
(preferably in the trunk). Better yet, take them inside
your house!
Smith Protective Services can help keep your home
secure while you are away. As part of the services
Smith provides to Knollwood Village, you can call
Smith at 713-789-5944 to let them know you’ll be out
of town. The security patrol will keep a closer eye on
your house while you’re away.
Some examples of things the security patrol has done in
the past for residents who were gone include returning
forgotten trash barrels to the house, picking up accumulated newspapers from the yard when delivery did not
stop, shutting off water when pipes have burst, and
closing open gates and garage doors.
Have a safe and fun holiday season!

ACC Activity
September Through November 2013
8414 Hatton

Question regarding demolition –
no further action

3410 Broadmead

Question regarding sun room
demolition – no further action

3203 Lorrie

New construction – approved as
submitted

3403 Broadmead

Question regarding plumbing and
electrical work – no further action

REMINDER: Before you begin any
remodeling, renovation, or construction of
any type at your home, please contact the
ACC.
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Holiday Decorating Contest
Your civic club will be sponsoring a holiday decorating
contest again this year. Judging will be the week of Dec. 16.
Top 3 winners will have signs posted in their yards and will
receive gift cards ($100, $50, $25). So start decorating!
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Officers and Contact
Information

PHONE NUMBERS
HOUSTON POLICE:
Report suspicious activity to:
(713) 884-3131

2013 OFFICERS
President
Scott Rose
president@knollwoodvillagecc.org

SMITH SECURITY:
(713) 789-5944
(713) 782-9617

Vice President
Hector Caram
vp@knollwoodvillagecc.org

Emergency: 911

Treasurer
Chris Hearne treasurer@knollwoodvillagecc.org

All City Departments 311
Poison Control (800) 222-1222

Secretary
Brian Gastineau
secretary@knollwoodvillagecc.org

Mayor’s Office (713) 247-2200

Other Board Members

City Council: Councilmember Larry Green, District K
(832) 393-3016 districtk@houstontx.gov

Brent Nyquist, Tricia Eby, David Fitts, Bill Klein,
Suzanne Jett, Cheryl O’Brien, Doug Walla, Brian
Warwick, David Wood

State Rep: Sarah Davis, District 134
(713) 521-4474

COMMITTEES

Animal Control
(713) 238-9600
Harris Co. Flood Control
(713) 684-4197

Architectural Control
Brent Nyquist Chair
David Roder, Bill Klein, Bev Blackwood,
Erik Tennison
build@knollwoodvillagecc.org

Recycling Service Center
(713) 551-7355
Street Light Replacement
(713) 207-2222

Security
David Wood Chair
security@knollwoodvillagecc.org
Welcome Committee
Bevin Barrett Chair
welcome@knollwoodvillagecc.org
Communications Committee
Cheryl O'Brien Editor
clpobrien@comcast.net
Tricia Eby, Elizabeth Shebay, Chris Hearne

WEBSITE
www.knollwoodvillage.org
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Knollwood
Village’s website
has it. Use it.
www.knollwoodvillage.org

Subscribe to email
updates • Find phone
numbers • Read your
deed restrictions •
Review the club
bylaws • Pay dues • Get
contact information •
Follow progress of
ongoing projects •
Volunteer • And more
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